self the master of all production. From Switzerland Wilhelm
Weitling, a tailor's apprentice of Magdeburg, sent out a stream of
Communist pamphlets with a Christian colouring, and those were
widely read by the workers in Germany. In 1844 there occurred
the rising of the Silesian weavers which Hauptmann made the
subject of his " Schauspiel aus den Fierzigerjahren" The condi-
tions that led to this despairing outburst are described by the
economist Alfred Zimmermann in his book Blute und V erf all des
Leinengewerbes in Schlesien: " No children played in the streets,
for the children had to add their weak efforts to the work of their
parents. Even the barking of dogs, once heard in every village, was
stilled, for the people had no food for them and were glad them-
selves to devour these faithful guardians. . . . Most families
never saw meat ... it was a glad event when a peasant brought
his family some buttermilk or potato peelings." One June day the
weavers invaded and demolished the house and factory of the
Zwanziger firm in Peterswaldau. " The work of revenge was ac-
complished in a deep silence, broken only by the crashes of break-
ing furniture and machines." Two companies of infantry, which
meantime arrived on the scene, fired first over the heads of the
assailants. These replied with a shower of stones, and thereupon
the troops fired a second volley, killing some of the workmen. But
the mass was not in the least cowed by this, and fresh showers of
stones drove the troops to retreat. After some more buildings had
been destroyed, however, the outbreak suddenly died away and
everything was as before. All that remains of that day is the queer
song Das Blutgericht, which then circulated among the masses
(" You rascals all, you Satan's spawn, you demons of hell, you de-
vour the poor man's all, and curses shall be your reward "), and
Heine's Weberlied (" Curse the King, the rich man's King, who
could not milden our misery, but squeezes the last penny out of us
and shoots us like dogs. We weave, we weave "). It was at this time,
too, that there began the great current of emigration which was di-
rected especially towards North America, and the newly-coined
phrase " tired of Europe " became the motto of large numbers of
the people. The only public institution of Germany in which some
progress could be shown was the school. In 1841 Frobel started
the first kindergarten, and Johann Friedrich Herbart, Pro-
fessor of Philosophy of Konigsberg, founded a a training school
for teaching," at which was taught his new educational method,
based not on mere knowledge, but on character-formation, on
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